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KING
WHEREWE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL AND MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. 
MOTORCRAFT IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 

SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS AND DETAILS UNTIL 9.30.2024

THE WORKS

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle Checkup, Fluid
Top-Off, Filter Check, and Belts & Hoses Check

�

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL
CHANGE AND MORE

$54.95

Get 6,000 FordPass 
points on 

brake pads and 
rotor replacement

Offer valid 7/1/24-9/30/24

*PER-AXLE PRICE ON MOST VEHICLES. EXCLUSIONS APPLY. TAXES EXTRA.
SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR DETAILS

MOTORCRAFT
COMPLETE BRAKE SERVICE

�

BRAKE PADS OR SHOES
MACHINING ROTORS OR DRUMS

LABOR INCLUDED

$179.95

Panthers’ upset bid denied in 26-12 loss at No. 5 Rockmart

Junior wide receiver Tyler Parker gathers a tipped pass during the fourth quarter that resulted in a 52-yard 
Union County touchdown. Photo/Todd Forrest

Rockmart  -  Union 
County (1-3, 1-1) gave No. 5 
Rockmart all it could handle 
in a 26-12 region loss. De-
spite the Panthers’ valiant 
effort, they ultimately gifted 
the Yellow Jackets 16 points 
courtesy of two botched punts, 
an interception and a turnover 
on downs.

The miscues net ted 
Rockmart average starting 
field position at Union’s 46-
yard line, but stellar defensive 
play kept the visitors in the 
game until the final minutes.

“Coach (Mark) Wade 
and our defensive staff did 
a great job and our defense 
played their hearts out,” Union 
County head coach Michael 
Perry said. “Our offense made 
a lot of critical mistakes, and 
if they did what they were 
coached to do, the result would 
have probably ended up a lot 
better.”

Union County grabbed 
an early 6-0 edge and main-
tained possession throughout 
the first quarter after Rockmart 
couldn’t corral a squib kick, 
recovered by Union, following 
the opening drive score.

Rockmart used a touch-
down and a field goal to inch 
ahead 9-6 at the break before 
extending the lead to 16-6 
after three. 

Freshman Kamden Ken-
drick’s second touchdown pass 
moved Union within 16-12 
early in the fourth, but Rock-
mart turned an interception 
into 3 points and then tacked 
on a late touchdown run to 
secure the win.

Kendrick finished with a 
career-high 245 yards on 24 of 
37, including 2 TDs and a pair 
of interceptions. Senior Mad-
dox Young had 13 grabs for 88 
yards and a score; junior Tyler 
Parker caught four passes for 

85 yards and a touchdown.
After a roughing the 

kicker penalty breathed new 
life into Union’s opening se-
ries, Young capped off Union’s 
17-play drive with a 12-yard 
reception over the middle on 
fourth and 10. The Panthers’ 
PAT attempt failed on a mis-
handled snap.

Moments later, Grant 
Smith’s squib kick deflected 
off a Rockmart player, allow-
ing Braden Plott to pounce on 
the loose ball, awarding Union 
possession at the Jackets’ 47.

From there, Union ad-
vanced to the Rockmart 25, 

but a costly ineligible receiver 
penalty negated a 13-yard 
completion to freshman Jax 
Dillinger on fourth and 3. 

“On fourth down, we 
completed a little pop pass, and 
had a lineman go downfield - it 
was just things like that [that 
hurt us],” Perry said. 

Following an incomple-
tion on fourth and 8, Rockmart 
took over at the 30 and ran its 
first play from scrimmage with 
just over a minute left in the 
quarter and went 70 yards on 
8 plays, tying the game via a 
31-yard touchdown pass.

A Union penalty before 
the PAT brought the Jackets’ 
offense back on the field to 
attempt a shortened 2-point 
conversion, but a botched snap 
kept the score tied at 6-6.

A blocked punt follow-
ing a Union three-and-out 
handed Rockmart a short field 
at the 29, where the Union de-
fense tightened up and limited 
the home team to a 37-yard 
field goal. 

The ensuing Panthers’ 
drive stalled at the Jackets’ 34 
with a minute to play in the 
half before the defense forced 
three Rockmart incompletions 
on four attempts, keeping the 
score at 9-6 going to the break.

Both offenses punted 
to begin the third quarter, but 
a bad snap on Union’s try 
awarded the Jackets’ optimal 
field position at the 9-yard line. 
Two plays later, Rockmart put 
it in the endzone to mount a 
16-6 advantage.

The Panthers’ next drive 
ended with a questionable 
interception, that appeared to 
hit the turf, but the defense 
delivered again with a fourth 
down stop at the 37-yard line. 
Three plays later, Kendrick 
went up top to Parker on a 52-
yard scoring strike that saw 
the junior receiver pull down a 
tipped pass behind the second-
ary and take it to the house, 
moving Union within 16-12 
at the 9:43 mark of the fourth.

Rockmart  answered 
with a 30-yard field goal with 
6:32 remaining and the Pan-
thers’ offense was denied on 
fourth and 10 just shy of the 
5-minute mark. On the very 
next play, the Jackets broke a 
28-yard scoring run to bump 
their lead to 26-12.

Union County offensive line coach Tyler Perry urges on the Panthers 
during the second half at Rockmart. Photo/Todd Forrest

Union responded by 
driving inside the Rockmart 
15, courtesy of three timely 
catches from Young. However, 
the upset bid was put to bed 
when Kendrick was picked 
off at the goal line near the 
2-minute mark.

S e n i o r  C o n n o r 
Schuknecht rushed 14 times 
for 56 yards and added 2 recep-
tions for 27 yards; sophomore 
Chetley Cox caught 2 passes 
for 38 yards; sophomore Rob-
ert Thompson had one grab 
for 7 yards.

Seniors Ethan Lester and 
Kaden Combs led the defense 
at 13 tackles each with Combs 
adding a TFL. Sophomore 
Alan Godinez, senior Darin 
Patterson and freshman Micah 
Wallace chipped in 6 tackles 
apiece.

“ I ’ m  r e a l l y  p r o u d 
of Ethan Lester,  Boomer 
(Combs), Plott, (Jaxon) To-
therow and (Easton) Shu-
maker,” Perry said.

Up next: Union County 
hosts North Murray for Home-
coming at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
Sept. 20. The annual Meet the 
Panthers event is scheduled for 
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 5:30 p.m.

North Murray enters 
Friday with a 3-1 record and a 
2-0 mark in Region 7-AA. The 
Mountaineers handed rival 
Murray County a 40-14 loss 
last week despite trailing 7-6 
after one and nursing a 14-7 
halftime edge.

North Murray, a run-first 
offense, is led by junior quar-
terback Hudson Hulett who 
averages 170 yards rushing 
per game.

“They want to run the 
ball,” Perry said regarding 
North Murray. “Their previ-
ous quarterback transferred 
to another school so they put 
their best athlete back there at 
quarterback and let him run. 
We need to be ready to play.”

Thursday’s JV game 
at Dawson County has been 
moved to Tuesday at 5:30 due 
to the Meet the Panthers event.

In injury news, Coach 
Perry expects freshman wide 
receiver Mikey Davis to be 
healthy for North Murray after 
missing the Rockmart game.

“He’l l  be back this 
week,” Perry said. “We defi-
nitely need him.”

Sophomore Jaxon Totherow (65) drops a Rockmart back with freshman 
Micah Wallace (27) in pursuit. Photo/Todd Forrest

Home • Auto • Life
Ryan Swails Agency

44A Blue Ridge St, Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-8410

Easton is our Ryan Swails 
Insurance Agency - Country Financial 

Player of the Week!!!
A Sophmore playing Tackle, Easton 
helped his team dominate the line 

ultimately resulting in a 49-6 win over 
Murray County! Way to go Easton!!!

CONGRATULATIONS
EASTON SHUMAKER!

PLAYER OF
THE WEEK

Senior linebacker Ethan Lester tightens his chin strap while recording 
13 tackles on Friday. Lester suffered a near-career-ending injury 10 
months ago in Union’s last visit to Rockmart. Photo/Todd Forrest

Hole Sponsorships 
Platinum   $500 

Gold   $300 
Silver   $150

Thursday October 17, 2024
If canceled due to rain, tournament will be rescheduled for 10/24/2024 at 10:00a.m.

Event Schedule 
Registration & Breakfast

8:00-9:15a.m.

Putting Contest
9:15a.am

Players Briefing
9:30a.m.

Shotgun Start
10:00a.m.

Lunch, Raffle & 
Awards Following

$75/Player
$300/Team

Chatuge Shores Golf Course
260 Golf Course Rd. 
Hayesville, NC 28904

For More Information, call
Rick Schmid (770) 855-6222 or Jeff  Butcher (561) 385-4874
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Softball: Union bats limited to 3 runs during three-game skid

Union County (7-11) 
suffered three region losses 
last week at the hands of North 
Cobb Christian, Coahulla Creek 
and Rockmart, dropping the 
Lady Panthers to fifth place in 
7-AA at 3-5.

Union hopes to get back 
on track with a trip to last-place 
North Murray on Tuesday, 
ahead of a Thursday home con-
test vs. eighth-place Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe (LFO).

Lady Panthers 2, North 
Cobb Christian 5 - Union 
County was limited to 2 hits and 
couldn’t dig out of a 4-0 hole 
after four innings in Kennesaw 
on Monday, Sept. 9.

North Cobb scored a run 
in the first, tacked on three more 
in the third and added an insur-
ance run in the sixth. Union 
scored a run in the sixth and 
seventh frames.

Seniors Mikala Souther 
and Jordane Mullanack ac-
counted for the Lady Panthers’ 
two hits with Mullanack and 
senior Sloane Dyer scoring the 
Union runs. Delaney Moses 
added an RBI.

Sophomore Izzy Anthros 
tossed a complete game, allow-
ing 6 hits and 3 earned runs 
while striking out seven. 

Mullanack started the 
sixth with a one-out single and 
advanced to second on a passed 
ball before stealing third. She 
came around to score via an 
error off the bat of Anthros.

Dyer reached on an er-
ror to lead off the seventh, 
eventually scoring on Moses’ 

groundout. 
Lady Panthers 1, Coa-

hulla Creek 5 - Union returned 
home on Tuesday, Sept. 10 but 
couldn’t get back in the win 
column, allowing two runs 
each during the third and fifth 
innings.

Coahulla Creek got on 
the board in the first but the 
Lady Panthers tied it up in 
the second when Mullanack 
reached on an error and came 
home on a Jules Dyer base hit. 

Four singles and a double 
in the third allowed Coahulla 
Creek to regain the lead at 3-1 
and Union County couldn’t 
capitalize on a two-on, nobody-
out situation in the bottom half. 

The visitors put the game 
away in the fifth after a leadoff 
single and a one-out error re-
sulted in a 2-run inning. Later, 
the Lady Panthers wasted an 
Anthros double in the fifth and 
a pair of singles in the sixth.

Freshman Addison Whit-

Freshman Addison Whitener with one of her two hits vs. Coahulla Creek last Tuesday. Photo/Todd Forrest
ener doubled and went 2 for 4; 
Anthros finished 1 for 3 with a 
walk; Mullanack scored during 
a 1-for-3 day; Jules Dyer went 
1 for 3 with an RBI; Lexi Dav-
enport added a pinch-hit single 
in the sixth.

Anthros allowed 7 hits 
and 3 runs (2 earned) in 2 2/3 
innings. Whitener gave up 2 hits 
and 2 unearned runs in 2 2/3. 
Ayla Jamison worked the final 
1 2/3, allowing one hit.

Lady Panthers 0, Rock-

mart 9 - The Jackets scored 
four in the top half of the first 
on Thursday, Sept. 12 in Blairs-
ville, then limited Union Coun-
ty to 3 hits over 7 innings.

Stella Collins, Sloane 
Dyer and Lily Helton accounted 
for Union’s three hits with Hel-
ton’s going for two bags.

Rockmart added 3 runs 
in the fifth and 2 in the seventh 
as the Lady Panthers used four 
pitchers in the loss.

Whitener allowed 4 

earned on 3 hits in just 1/3 of 
an inning; senior Reese Kelley 
allowed 2 hits and 2 runs in 
an inning of work; Davenport 
tossed 4 innings, giving up 5 
hits and 3 runs; Anthros yielded 
one hit over 1 2/3.

Up next: Union County 
visits North Murray at 5:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday. The Lady Panthers 
and LFO get underway at 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday. Union hosts 
Gilmer in non-region action on 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

Sophomore catcher Jules Dyer drives in Union’s only run of the game vs. 
Coahulla Creek. Photo/Todd Forrest

XC: Union ladies 10th at North 
Georgia Invitational, men finish 15th

The Union County ladies are currently ranked among the top-three in Class AA. Photos/Todd Forrest
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Oakwood - Class AA’s 
top-ranked runner, Lola Hunter, 
placed fourth at Saturday’s 
North Georgia Invitational, 
leading Union County to a 10th-
place finish among 18 squads.

Hunter finished the race 
in 19 minutes, 16 seconds be-
hind first place Audrey Hotard 
of Habersham Central (18:28), 
second place Erin O’Brien 
of Jackson County (18:39) 
and third place Carly Black of 
White County (19:00). Lumpkin 
County’s Keli George (19:35) 
rounded out the top five.

In the boys’ race, Union 
County finished 15th out of 
22 schools and was paced by 
Oliver Hillman’s 56th-place 
performance at 17:54.

Andrew Nush tayev 
placed 63rd at 18:11, Noah 
James Payne was 73rd with 
a time of 18:28, Cole Brown 
came in 88th at 18:59 and Ander 
Faulkner rounded out Union’s 
top five in 95th at 19:12.

Other Union runners in-
cluded Trey Hawley in 106th 
with a time of 19:34. Bryson 
Brooks was 108th at 19:35; 
Cody Dupuis placed 127th at 
20:03; Michael Lindsey finished 
147th at 20:49; Logan Duck-
worth was 162nd at 21:58.

On the girls’ side, Macy 
Payne placed 55th at 22:51; 
Lydia Wagner was 79th at 
23:54; Avery Hussion came in 
88th at 24:31; Averie Tanner 
was 91st at 24:39; Katie Payne 
placed 92nd at 24:43; Kate Bar-
rett was 102nd at 25:02; Jolie 
Schmitt was 126th at 26:20; 
Lelah Tincher came in 140th 

at 27:21; Ava Irvin was 148th 
at 28:47.

The Union ladies finished 
with 281 points, coming in 
behind ninth-place Lumpkin 
County (216) and ahead of 11th-
place Clarke Central (311). The 
men had 344 points and finished 
14 points back of 14th-place 
White County (330) and well in 
front of 16th-place Hart County 
(452).

Lumpkin County senior 
Wyatt Windham took home 
first in the guys’ race at 14:54.  
Oconee County’s Aaron Bro-
drick was second with a time of 
15:00. Clarke Central was first 
overall with 54 points.

Union County will race at 
Stephens County on Thursday, 
Sept. 20 vs. Bremen, Franklin 
County, Hart County, Towns 
County, West Hall, White Coun-
ty and Stephens.

Volleyball: Union opens Region 7-AA with losses to Rockmart, Sonoraville

Union County lost all 
three matches last week, fall-
ing in straight sets in the re-
gion opener vs. Rockmart and 
Sonoraville on Tuesday, Sept. 
10, then suffering a 3-1 loss 
to Andrews, NC on Thursday.

The Panthers visit Ring-
gold on Tuesday, Sept. 17 to 
face the Tigers and Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe. Union travels 
to Hiwassee Dam, NC on 
Thursday.

Panthers 0, Rockmart 2 
(23-25, 25-27) - Union County 
dropped two tightly contested 
sets to the Yellow Jackets last 
Tuesday at the Union County 
rec center.

The opening set saw the 
Panthers rally from a 22-18 
deficit to tie the score at 22-22 
behind two aces from Payton 
Murphy and a Mallory Rouse 
kill before eventually falling 
25-23.

U n i o n  C o u n t y  l e d 
throughout the second set, 
racing ahead 4-0, 8-3 and 10-
5. Sofia Foster and Katelyn 
Brown’s net play was instru-
mental in Union’s early ad-
vantages, but Rockmart inched 
within two at 11-9 and 12-10.

Kills from Foster pushed 
the Panthers ahead by scores of 
15-10 and 17-13, but Rockmart 
stormed back to build a 21-19 
edge.

Senior Lily Brookshire 
knotted the score at 24-24 and 
Foster kept things even at 25-
25 until Rockmart scored the 

next two points.
Foster finished the match 

with a career-high 10 kills, 
Brookshire had four, while 
Rouse and Charlei Robinson 
added three each.

Brown and Mady Adams 
chipped in one kill apiece.

Murphy recorded 2 aces 

and Brown had one. Foster led 
the way with 2 blocks. Brook-
shire had 16 digs and 7 assists 
and Brown finished with 14 
digs and 6 assists.

Panthers 0, Sonoraville 
2 (22-25, 19-25) - Union Coun-
ty jumped ahead 5-0 in the first 
set courtesy of Brookshire, 

Brown and Foster, but So-
noraville pushed in front 9-7 
and inched away at the end 
following a back-and-forth for 
much of the set.

After falling behind 9-7, 
Robinson and Brown put Union 
back on top 10-9, then Rouse 
kept the Union margin at 11-10.

Adams and Brown had 
the Panthers out in front again 
at 16-15 and Emmy Kight kept 
things tied at 18-18. Brown’s 
ace made it 22-20 in Union’s 
favor before Sonoraville scored 
the next five.

In the second stanza, 
Robinson and Foster moved 
Union on top by margins of 4-1 
and 5-2, but the Phoenix quick-
ly tied it up at 6-6. The Panthers 
inched ahead 9-6 via freshman 
Samantha Combs’ ace and con-
tinued to lead 11-8, 14-11 and 
16-12 until Sonoraville rattled 
off seven consecutive points to 
pull ahead for good.

Foster finished with 5 
kills; Brown and Kight had four 
each, Brookshire and Rouse 
netted three apiece. Brookshire, 
Brown and Robinson had an 
ace. 

Brown finished with 7 
digs and Brookshire had 6 digs 
and 12 assists.

Panthers 1, Andrews, 
NC 3 (20-25, 25-20, 11-25, 
22-25) - After defeating the 
Wildcats 3-0 last month, Union 
County couldn’t secure the 
rematch, falling in four sets 
in Blairsville on Thursday, 
Sept. 12.

No individual stats were 
available for the loss to An-
drews.

Sophomore Sofia Foster (11) and senior Katelyn Brown (10) did everything they could to keep Union County close in its two region losses while play-
ing shorthanded last week without injured junior Reese Jones. Photo/Todd Forrest

UCHS Homecoming on Friday

Union County High 
School will crown its 2024-25 
Homecoming Queen on Friday 
night ahead of the Panthers’ 
Region 7-AA showdown vs. 
North Murray.

The 2024-25 Homecom-
ing court is as follows: Back 
row: (L-R) Ella Akins, Leah 
Cox, Mady Adams, Sloane 
Dyer and Abby Barrett.

Middle row: (L-R) Grace 
Wright, Giovanna Salazar, Lily 
Brookshire, Ava Serrano and 
Leighton Hunter

Front row: (L-R) Gabri-
ella Perez, Lucy Vinez, Avery 
Frechette and Peyton Grisham.

Middle front: Elli Harp-
er.

Union County will host 
its Meet the Panthers event on 
Thursday, followed by Friday’s 
Homecoming Parade.
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